New Teacher Academy

Far West GREAT Center  
October 6, 2007
8:30 – 9:00

Welcome and Introductions

9:00 – 9:15

New Teacher Academy Overview
This Academy will provide sustained professional development opportunities to support teachers new to the field of adult education.  Components include:
•
Information about adult learning theory and its application to classroom practice; 

•
Resources for lesson plans and classroom activities related to professional learning 
strategies and the Texas Adult Education Content Standards; 

•
Opportunities to reflect on what worked – and didn't work – in the classroom, and; 

•
Support and feedback from Academy mentors and peers.
9:15 – 9:30

DVD Clip: Marcia L. Tate 





"How the Brain Works"

Dr. Tate explains how memory functions and describes brain-compatible strategies: visuals, visualization, movement, metaphor/analogy/simile, and role playing

9:30 - 10:15

Strategy 10:  Movement
Strengthens memory and enhances the retention of information.  It stimulates and motivates learning.
"Twenty years of research have shown that movement puts learners, whether kindergarteners or college students, in an appropriate state for learning (Thayer, 1996).

· Find Someone Who...

· Line Dialogs

· Pass the Chicken

10:15 – 10:30

Break

10:30 – 12:00

Strategy 1:  Brainstorming and Discussion
Reinforces active learning and allows students to solve and explore problems in collaborative groups.

Participants retain 90% of what they discuss with others during the completion of an activity (Dale, 1969).

· Fun and Right-brain Activities

· Math Talks

· Dear Miss Know It All
· Discussion Starter:

If talking and sharing come naturally to us as social beings, why do students in traditional classrooms spend so much time in silent learning or in individual activities?

12:00 – 1:00

Lunch




On your own 
1:00 – 1:45

Strategy 2:  Drawing and Artwork
Strengthens memory skills while students learn content by illustrating curriculum concepts.

Drawing relieves monotony and facilitates more active learning (Ogle, 2000),
· Critical Reading Worksheet

1:45 – 2:15

Strategy 6:  Humor and Celebration
Students who laugh together bond together, which results in a positive community spirit that is receptive to learning.

Humor enlivens participants, reduces tension, and increases productivity and creativity (Feigelson, 1998).
· Lightening the Learning Climate
2:15 – 2:30

Break
2:30 – 3:30

Mentoring Activities






Wrap-up and Evaluation
Assignment:

Please read the Preface, Introduction, and strategies 1 – 7 on pages ix  - 41 of "Sit  and Get" Won't Grow Dendrites for the next New Teacher Academy on November 17, 2007.  Be prepared to give examples of how you might use 3 of the ideas discussed in the book. Also, please bring your books to this workshop. 
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Facilitator: 

Barbara Baird  
915.831.5105
BBaird@ elp.rr.com


















