Telling Tales
Interesting ESL Group Activities.
by Joanne Elliott

http://bogglesworld.com/teaching_article3a.htm
Arrange three separate bags at the front of the class, and put slips of paper in each of them.  The first bag should hold the name of a person, the second the name of a place, and the third should contain an action.  
Examples:
The Queen

Beach


Skipping  


Oprah


Street corner

Singing "Happy Birthday"



My cousin

Kitchen

Fixing a tire



Snoopy

Las Vegas

Thinking about money



Bill Gates

Africa


Asking for a raise



Pancho Villa

Mars


Sleeping soundly

Ask the students to select one slip of paper from each bag, and then to write a short story that includes all three elements.  This can be as fictitious as they wish, so long as it makes grammatical sense.  
One by one, ask the students to read out their short paragraph to the class, who should then try to spot any grammatical mistakes.  
The more random the words on the cards are the better, as humor and comedy are perhaps the most prolific teaching tools in existence.
