New Teacher Academy

Far West GREAT Center


This 24-hour academy is designed to support teachers new to the field of adult education in providing quality classroom instruction.  The activities will help beginning teachers develop a supportive network of teacher mentors and peers as they develop effective teaching practices, habits, and skills.  Participants will: 

· Attend four professional development workshops addressing learning theory, strategies, and resources that support engaged teaching and meaningful learning;

· Collaborate with mentoring teachers as they develop, try out, evaluate, and share learning strategies and activities in their own classrooms; 
· Reflect on their experiences and practices by identifying accomplishments and challenges;

· Articulate their views by presenting to the group on their experiences implementing 3 of the strategies on their professional practice.
Components will include active and collaborative cycles of instruction in adult education principles; planning, designing, and assessing teacher and student learning experiences, and; reflecting and reporting on instructional practice.

At the October 7, 2006, November 18, 2006,  and January 27, 2007 Workshops:

· The workshop facilitator will provide information on learning theory, strategies, research, and resources that support engaged teaching and meaningful learning;

· The workshop facilitator will present and demonstrate a variety of strategies to be tried out in the classroom by the participating teachers;

· Teachers will meet with mentors to discuss strategies, self-assessments, and reflections.
Between workshop sessions:

·  Teachers will implement learning strategies discussed at the workshop sessions and "Sit and Get" Won't Grow Dendrites - Professional Learning Strategies That Engage the Adult Brain in their own classrooms;
· Teachers will discuss with mentors their accomplishments, challenges, and impact on learners and themselves as teachers;
· Teachers will prepare for their final PowerPoint presentations.
At the March 10, 2007 Final Workshop:

· Teachers will make 5-6 minute PowerPoint presentations on 3 learning strategies that they have implemented in their classrooms to enhance their professional knowledge and skill.  The presentations will address the following Questions for Reflection:


1.  Describe the strategies you implemented in your classroom.


2.  Describe how you implemented them.

3.  Describe what happened when you implemented them.

4.  Identify accomplishments and challenges:



-  What went well and what didn’t go well?



-  Did the lessons flow as you planned?


5.  Evaluate the changes on learners that did or did not result from 
implementing the strategies.


-  How did you attempt to measure change in your students? 


-  Did you try "before and after" in-class assessments such as surveys, 


tests, specific tasks, number of vocabulary words learned, etc.

6.  Describe the impact of these experiences on your practice:  



-  What have you learned?



-  What are you going to start doing differently as a result of these 



experiences?



-  What are your thoughts and feelings about the “significance” of what 


happened?

Resource
Tate, M. L. (2004). "Sit and Get" Won't Grow Dendrites - Professional Learning Strategies That Engage the Adult Brain. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.
Useful Links
Texas Center for Adult Literacy and Learning (TCALL)

       http://www-tcall.tamu.edu/
National Institute for Literacy (NIFL) http://www.nifl.gov/lincs/
Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) http://www.cal.org/
4Teachers.org http://www.4teachers.org/
Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/index.html
The OWL at Purdue for Writing http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
Region 15 Graphic Organizers in English and Spanish

http://www.region15.org/curriculum/graphicorg.html
Ed helper  http://edhelper.com
ABE Florida Resources

http://abeflorida.org/resources.html
ESOL Teachers' Resource Links

http://www.ircc.edu/html/esol/resources.html
ESL Cafe  http://www.eslcafe.com/idea/index.html
