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1.
Prepare a tray of objects at the front of the class – the more items the 
better. 
2.
Ask the class to file around and study the tray for a short amount of time. 
3.
Cover up the objects and tell the students to sit back down again.  
4.
Ask the class to individually write down the English names of as many 
objects as they can remember.

5.
Ask them to call out the objects so that you can write them on the board.  
6.
Discuss the words’ spelling and usage as appropriate.

7.
When the list is complete, ask the students to tell you a bit more about 
what they can remember to reinforce prepositional phrases, for example, 


-
‘What was next to the banana?’ 


-
‘What was close to the scissors?’



-
‘What was at the back of the tray?’


-
What was in the middle of the tray?’.  
In the event that the students cannot remember, simply uncover the tray for them to see the objects.

8.
Discuss how each student went about “remembering” the items on the 
tray.  Did they categorize in some way?  Try to take a mental picture of the 
items?  Mentally rehearse the list?  

9.
Discuss how these techniques for storing information in the brain can be 
used for learning information in class.
