Critical Reading Worksheet

This exercise asks readers to use both left and right brain functions 
to increase reading effectiveness and retention.
Theoretical Framework
from "Sit and Get" Won't Grow Dendrites by Marcia L. Tate

Drawing is a tool that can be used to facilitate students' use of visualization  (Ogle, 2000).
Comprehension is facilitated when one visualizes because the act itself allows readers to make the works real, analogous to playing a movie inside the reader's head  (Keene & Zimmerman, 1997).
Because ideas are stored in verbal as well as non-verbal forms, it is often easier to remember pictures or images than words  (Sylwester, 1995).
Both right and left hemispheres of the brain are involved in the act of visualization  (Posner & Raichle, 1994).
An instructor's job is made easier when the greatest amount of classroom time is spent making sure the student is forming appropriate images  (Dewey, 1938.).
Drawing relieves monotony and facilitates more active learning  (Ogle, 2000).
Procedure:

Give students a reading assignment.  As they read ask them to find important or logical breaks within the reading.  Ask them to draw a "break line" after each thought or section that makes sense to them as a logical breaking point.  It can be a sentence or a paragraph but it does not have to be.  This will be different for each student.

After they have read through the section and made their logical breaks, give them the Critical Reading Worksheet.  In column A have them paraphrase the first marked section of the reading.  In column B have them draw a picture of what they just paraphrased, thus forcing them to use both their left and right brain.  Students should continue marking sections, paraphrasing, and drawing until the reading is complete.
Ask students to "retell" their story using the Critical Reading Worksheet as a guide.  Discuss similarities and differences.  Then, at a later date, ask them to retell the story again.  Ask them to explain what they remember about the story and why.  Discuss the strategy of using drawings, pictures, and visualization to aid learning and remembering.
Source:  Cornerstone Building on Your Best – Instructor’s Manual by Robert M. Sherfield, Rhonda J. Montgomery, and Patricia G. Moody.  Pearson/Prentice Hall (4th edition), 2005
Critical Reading Worksheet
A – Paraphrase
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