

New Teacher Academy
Far West GREAT Center

October 7, 2006
8:30 – 9:00

Welcome and Introductions

9:00 – 9:15

New Teacher Academy Overview
This Academy will provide sustained professional development opportunities to support teachers new to the field of adult education.  Components include: 

•
Increasing teachers' knowledge about adult learning theory and its application to 
classroom practice; 

•
Opportunities to develop, try out, evaluate, and share lesson plans implementing 
learning strategies and activities; 

•
Opportunities to reflect on what worked – and didn't work – in the classroom, and; 

•
Support and feedback from Academy mentors and peers.
9:15 – 9:30

DVD Clip: Marcia L. Tate 





"How the Brain Works"

9:30 - 10:00

Ice Breaker:  Find Someone Who...

10:00 – 10:15

Break

10:15 – 12:00

Brainstorming and Discussion


-
What would you like to learn from this professional 


development experience? 

· KWLH

· Think pair share

· Venn diagram


-
Brainstorm:  -Fun and Right Brain - 21 uses pencil 

-
Small Group Assignment: 




Describe an "ideal" adult education classroom



DOVE guidelines:  



Defer Judgment 



One idea at a time 



Variety of ideas




Energy on task


-
Math Talks  
12:00 – 1:00

Lunch 




Self- Evaluation

1:00 – 2:15

Games: Positive, Negative, Interesting




-
Read the Teacher’s Mind




-
The Dictionary Game




-
Twenty-Five: A Math Card Game




-
Pass the Chicken




-
Rock or Feather?

2:15 – 2:30

Break
2:30 – 3:30

Mentoring Activities






Wrap-up and Evaluation
Assignment:

Please read the Introduction: Adult Learning Theory and Strategies 1- 10 from "Sit and Get Won't Grow Dendrites" (pages ix – 57) for the next New Teacher Academy workshop on November 18.  Be prepared to discuss what you consider “positive, negative, and interesting” about the information.  Also, please bring your books to this workshop.
Facilitator: 

Barbara Baird  
915.831.5105
BBaird@ elp.rr.com
New Teacher Academy
Find Someone Who...
Write in the name of a teacher who fits the description

	Loves chocolate


	Is fluent in 2 languages
	Has a good goal-setting activity
	Likes to teach math
	Has been married for more than 10 years



	Likes a loud, active classroom

	Has an unusual pet
	Knows the components of Bloom’s taxonomy
	Prefers group work to individual assignments
	Knows the words to a song from The Sound of Music


	Was an honor student in high school

	Can spell the name of the largest town in New Mexico
	Has read War and Peace
	Works out  a minimum of 30 minutes at least 5 days a week


	Likes to use technology in the classroom


Find Someone Who…..(Past Tense)
A sheet:

Find someone who:



drank coffee this morning.



watched TV yesterday.



grew up in the country.



played basketball or soccer in the last week.



who skipped breakfast.



took the bus to school.



cut their hair in the last month.



had a date in the last week.



took a trip last summer.



went shopping on the weekend.

(Hint: Did you . . .?)
▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬

Find Someone Who….. (Past Tense)
B sheet:

Find someone who:



read the newspaper this morning.



watched the news yesterday.



grew up in the city.



played a computer game in the last week.



who ate breakfast.



took the subway to school.



fixed something in the last month.



had a drink with friends in the last week.



went to the beach last summer.



went hiking on the weekend.

(Hint: Did you . . .?)

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬
Find Someone Who….. (Past Tense)
C sheet:

Find someone who:



ate toast this morning.



watched TV yesterday.



lived with their grandmother when they grew up.



caught a cold in the last month.



who ate fish yesterday.



took a taxi to school.



bought a CD in the last month.



had a test in the last week.



found money on the ground in the last month.



went fishing last summer.

(Hint: Did you . . .?)
http://bogglesworld.com
K-W-L-H 
K-W-L-H charts help activate knowledge and can serve to foster curiosity. They serve to open our minds to new ideas and encourage us to identify and articulate what’s been learned, an important meta-cognitive skill. The last column offers space to list resources (people, electronic media, print materials) that can expand our knowledge and extend our repertoire of skills. 
K - Stands for recalling what you KNOW about the subject. 
W - Stands for determining what you WANT to learn. 
L - Stands for identifying what you LEARNED about the subject

H - Stands for HOW you could learn more (other sources where additional information on the topic can be found).
	KNOW


	WANT TO LEARN 
	LEARNED
	HOW CAN LEARN MORE

	
	
	
	

	KNOW


	WANT TO LEARN 
	LEARNED
	HOW CAN LEARN MORE

	
	
	
	


Using Think-Pair-Share in the College Classroom 
Susan Ledlow, Center for Learning and Teaching Excellence 

Asking a question during a lecture is a great way to get students actively engaged, to check for understanding, or to get students to apply new knowledge, isn’t it? Isn’t it? Anybody have a thought on that? Hmmm… guess I’ll have to answer that question myself. The answer to the question is “potentially.” There are a number of problems with the way that we typically pose questions within a lecture; two particularly concern me. 

The first is that when a question is posed to the class as a whole, usually a limited number of students, and sometimes no students, volunteer to answer. Research on participation in college classrooms has shown that, in classes of fewer than 40 students, four to five students do about 75 percent of the talking that isn’t done by the instructor. In large classes, participation levels drop even further. The students who typically volunteer to answer questions in my classes are those I think of as members of “my fan club” or at least, members of the psychology fan club. These are the students who sit up front, who like to drop by my office and talk about course content, and whose performance is in the top ten percent of the class. They’re also fairly extroverted. While my fan club and I are having brilliant Socratic dialogues, the shy, the unprepared, and the uninterested are doing anything they possibly can to avoid eye contact with me. 

The second problem is that, after asking a question, the average instructor waits less than one second before calling on a student. As soon as the first student is called upon, many of the others stop processing their answers. Getting more students to process the answer isn’t that difficult. A wait of as little as three seconds has been shown to improve both the quantity and quality of student responses. 

A simple solution to help overcome these two problems is to use Think-Pair-Share, developed by Frank Lyman. Think-Pair-Share is a low-risk strategy to get many students actively involved in classes of any size. The procedure is simple: after asking a question, tell students to think silently about their answers. As a variation, you might have them write their individual answers. (Depending on the complexity of the question and the amount of time I think is appropriate for the activity, I give them anywhere from 10 seconds to five minutes to work individually.) Then ask them to pair up with a partner to compare or discuss their responses. Finally, call randomly on a few students to summarize their discussion or give their answer. The random calls are important to ensure that students are individually accountable for participating. 

When you are satisfied that students understood the concept, or that most could solve a similar problem on their own, continue with your lecture until the next question. That’s it! 

When I first introduce Think-Pair-Share or one of its variations, I put up an overhead outlining the procedure (see below). After using it a few times, students get used to the process and I don’t need the overheads anymore. 

	
[image: image1] 
	


A further variation on Think-Pair-Share was developed by Johnson, Johnson, and Smith (1991). It’s called Formulate-Share-Listen-Create, and it’s a good strategy for use with problems or questions that could be addressed in a variety of ways. The “create” step gets students to synthesize their ideas and come up with the best solution to a problem. I often use this strategy to have students write short essays in class. 
	


If you are already using teams in your classroom, you can have students work with partners within their teams. If you don’t have ongoing teams, you might ask students at the beginning of class to form pairs and to introduce themselves before the lecture begins. 

Sounds easy, doesn’t it? Doesn’t it? Anybody? 

References 
Berliner, D. C. (2000). Tips for teaching by means of the lecture method. Tempe, AZ: College of Education, Arizona State University [Manuscript/Seminar Materials]. 

Johnson, D. W., Johnson, R. T., & Smith, K. A. (1991a). Active learning: Cooperation in the college classroom. Edina, MN: Interaction Book Company. 

Johnson, D. W., Johnson, R. T., & Smith, K. A. (1991b). Cooperative learning: increasing college faculty instructional productivity. Washington, DC: ASHE/ERIC Higher Education. 

Lyman, F. T. (1981). The responsive classroom discussion: The inclusion of all students. In A. Anderson (Ed.), Mainstreaming Digest (pp. 109-113). College Park: University of Maryland Press. ________________________________________________________________________________ ©2001, Susan Ledlow, Arizona State University 2 These materials may be duplicated for educational purposes if properly credited.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fun and (Right-brain) Games

*
Brainstorm  and make a list of:


- 21 uses for a pencil


-10 things to write with


-15 uses for a lemon


-12 things to wear on your feet


- ways to cook without electricity


- words that mean cold


- places in the community where you could observe animals in their natural 
habitat


- places in the community to take foreign visitors


- inventions to be foot operated


- uses for a brick


- different symbols for clock faces


- ways food can make noise


- ways to get rid of junk mail


- ways water can be made to go uphill


- art projects you can eat


- mascots or symbols that would be appropriate for political parties


- uses for Global Positioning System devices


- ways to deal with stress


- words that can be made from a long word 
*
Find the average shoe size of your class.

*
List all the birthdays in your class on the chalkboard by month, then discuss the idea of "randomness".

*
What if buildings were made of flexible materials?  What are some advantages and disadvantages? What would it be like to be in one?  What affect would weather have?

*
Have students make their own "business cards" (use the school's address and phone for privacy if you like) using the computer or pens and markers. They can even include a "business" of their own creation. 

*
Give students a mini-unit to design lessons to "teach the class with". They should research ideas on the computer, make handouts, come up with hands-on activities, etc. Once you've approved their "unit", let them teach the class.


[image: image5]
Small Group Assignment:

Describe an "ideal" adult education classroom

Math Talks
Directions:

1. Solve the problems in small groups

2. Each group describes how its solution was reached
3. Compare answers and methods with the other groups  
4. Discuss different ways the problems were solved 
A.  Sam wants to fence in a rectangular play area for his son. Which of the following equations could Sam use to determine the amount of fencing needed for the play area? 

(1) A = length x width

(2) A = ½ x base x height

(3) P = 2 x length + 2 x width

(4) C = pi x diameter

(5) P = 4 x side

B.  Janet has decided to buy a car. She has $1200 for a down payment and must make monthly payments of $250. What is the total amount Janet will have to pay for the car?

(1) $4200

(2) $1450

(3) $1200

(4) $250

(5) Not enough information is given.

C.  During the 2005 Thanksgiving weekend, consumers spent $5 billion more than they spent during last year’s Thanksgiving weekend. This was an increase of 22%. How much did consumers spend this year during the Thanksgiving weekend?

D.  If a certain brand of ice cream is 99% fat-free, how many cups would you have to eat to ingest the same amount of fat that would be in 1 cup of regular ice cream? 
Math Counts Problem Archive  http://www.mathcounts.org/webarticles/anmviewer.asp?a=142&z=7
Think-Pair-Share 


1. Think about your answer individually. 


2. Pair with a partner and discuss your answers. 


3. Share your answer (or your partner’s answer) when called upon











Write-Pair-Share 


1. Write your answer individually. 


2. Pair with a partner and discuss your answers. 


3. Share your answer (or your partner’s answer) when called upon. 








Formulate-Share-Listen-Create 


1. Formulate your answer to the question individually. 


2. Share your answer with your partner. 


3. Listen carefully to your partner’s answer. Note similarities and differences in your answers. 


4. Create a new answer that incorporates the best of the ideas. Be prepared to present your answer if called upon. 








DOVE guidelines:


			Defer Judgment 


			One idea at a time 


			Variety of ideas


			Energy on task











