	Create Lesson Plans Based on Movies and Film
WEST SIDE STORY

SUBJECTS --- Drama/Musicals; U.S./1945 - 1991, Diversity &
        New York;
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT --- Fighting; Revenge;
MORAL-ETHICAL EMPHASIS --- Trustworthiness; Respect; Caring; 

Age: 12+; Not Rated; Musical; 1961; 151 minutes; Color. 







This film is an adaptation of the "Romeo and Juliet" story to New York in the 1950s. The movie is regarded as one of the best musicals ever filmed. West Side Story is a consummate work of art. The music, lyrics and choreography are terrific. The male dancing is strikingly masculine and virile, an expression of the strength and energy of the young men who make up the rival gangs. 

The TeachWithMovies.com Learning Guide to West Side Story will help teachers and parents use the film to explore themes such as the danger of bad associations, the risks of unreasoning and hasty revenge, the risks and futility of fighting, the evils of prejudice, and the problems inherent in disrespect for authority. 




TeachWithMovies.com's Movie Lesson Plans and Learning Guides are used by thousands of teachers to motivate students. They provide background and discussion questions that lead to fascinating classes. Parents can use them to supplement what their children learn in school. 

Each film recommended by TeachWithMovies.com contains lessons on life and positive moral messages. Our Guides and Lesson Plans show teachers and parents how to stress these messages and make them meaningful for young audiences. 

Learning Guides feature the following sections:

· Benefits 

· Possible Problems 

· Helpful Background 

· Building Vocabulary 

· Discussion Questions 

· Links to Internet 

· Bridges to Reading 

· Class Projects 

Pay only $1 per month ($11.99 per year)
for Learning Guides to this and hundreds of other films. 

SUPPLEMENT SCHOOL CURRICULUM! 

PROMOTE CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT!
New Learning Guides are added on a regular basis!


The dancing in West Side Story is some of the best on film. The movie introduces children to the development of gangs of Puerto Rican young men in New York. The music is beautiful. This film is among the ten best musicals ever made. 

No one who has seen this movie will forget Tony, Maria, Bernardo and Anita. Their tragic tale is poignant. 
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To give you a sense of how our Learning Guides can be used by teachers as lesson plans and by parents to supplement school curriculum or for homeschooling, we have set out below one of the discussion questions from the Learning Guide to West Side Story. 

In the fight did Riff expect Bernardo to be behind the group of boys with a knife pointed at him? Did Bernardo expect Tony to grab the knife and kill him? What does this tell us about fighting? 




The complete Learning Guide to West Side Story also contains sections on Benefits of the Movie, Possible Problems, Helpful Background, Discussion Questions, Links to the Internet, and Bridges to Reading. A subscription to TeachWithMovies.com will give teachers access to 270 Learning Guides from which they can easily create lesson plans. Click here to subscribe and enhance the experience of West Side Story. 

Already a member? Click here. 

	

	Spread the GOOD NEWS about TEACHWITHMOVIES.COM!

Recommend this site to a friend!    
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Create Lesson Plans Based on Movies and Film
MODERN TIMES

SUBJECTS --- Cinema; U.S./1929 - 1941;
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT --- Surviving;
MORAL-ETHICAL EMPHASIS --- Trustworthiness; Caring. 

Age: 8+; Not Rated; Comedy; 87 minutes; 1936; B & W. 



	


	

	


In this classic film we follow the misadventures of the Little Tramp as he tries to survive and find fulfillment in a depression ravaged United States. The movie contains several enduring images of life in an industrial age. 

The TeachWithMovies.com Learning Guide to "Modern Times" will help teachers and parents show treasured moments in this classic of early cinema. Most of the images in this film that comment on modern life still resonate today. "Modern Times" will supplement classes on U.S. history for the period of the Great Depression.
http://www.teachwithmovies.org/guides/west-side-story.html

