	EL-Civics on the Border

	Project and Activity Description

	Survey: Ask Somebody Else

	 

	Students generate a list of survey questions related to their community to ask individuals outside of the classroom. They gather the responses and report back in English to their classmates. The activity helps students know more about their community, increases a sense of community in the classroom, and promotes vocabulary and oral language development.

	 

	Teacher: Rosanne Loya Thompson

	 

	Level: Multilevel ESL

	 

	Learning Objectives:

	· Identify important places in the community 

	· Interaction with individuals outside of the classroom 

	· Vocabulary and language development 

	· Build community within the class 

	 

	Materials:

	· Handouts: Ask Somebody Else: Favorites, Ask Somebody Else: When you were little…, Ask Somebody Outside of Class: What is Your Favorite? 

	· Survey questions generated by students 

	· Clipboards 

	· Video and/or digital camera 

	· Computer to prepare student survey 

	 

	Products: 

	· Student presentation of project at conference 

	· Data table of survey results 

	· Article of the project in classroom newsletter 

	 

	Time required: 12 hours (3 –4 class sessions) depending on how far students want to take the project

	 

	Steps:

	         Pre-Activities: Day One and Two - Use the “Ask Somebody Else” surveys, Favorites, When you were little, what was your favorite?, Ask Somebody Outside of Class as ice breaking or team building activities for your class. Students use the surveys to ask every student in the classroom the questions on their survey. At the end of the surveys, pool the results together into a data table. Students read at least one thing they learned about their classmates. (Valuable for teaching or reinforcing subject verb agreement) 

	         Activities: Day Two- Students generate their own survey questions with the purpose of asking members of the school faculty. Teacher prepares the survey document on the computer while students prepare for the interviews by practicing the questions with each other. Divide class into small teams of three or four. Lower level students can participate by either asking one or two questions, reading the introduction or by videotaping. Day Three-Send teams to conduct their interviews.

	         Post-Activities: Students wrote about the experience of conducting the surveys for the classroom newsletter. Students presented video footage of the interviews at a student conference. 

	 

	What worked? Student enthusiasm was very high with these surveys. One student commented something to the effect of “Look at all of the English we’re speaking!” I think the repetitiveness of the activities gave them the practice they needed to gain more confidence in their ability to attempt this task with strangers, while the surveys and clipboards were also important in raising their comfort level during the interviews.

	 

	Tips and suggestions:

	         Give students the opportunity to practice with each other or even with you. This may even include practicing the videotaping also. 

	         This project was very successful and upon my student’s suggestion we went to another school to interview more people and if more time had been available we would have gone to a public area to conduct more interviews. 

	         You may need to obtain permission to conduct the surveys at other sites. Plus, ask permission of each interviewee to videotape or take pictures during the interviews.

	 

	Materials documenting the project

	· Blank Survey Documents 

	· Documents from People and Places: Ask somebody and When I was little, etc 

	· Video clip of students conducting surveys 

	· Still pictures of students conducting interviews (sent to Barbara in an email this week) 

	· Summer 2003 classroom newsletter (Publisher file) 
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