WAYS TO COLLECT DATA

The key to good data collection is to be systematic. The process can be complex and extended over a long period of time, or it can be fairly simple and quickly collected. 

	Methods
	Type
	Of What or Whom?



	Student Work and Documentation
	· Pre/post data

      - test scores

      - attendance data

      - learners’ writing and other work 
· Rubrics

· Teachers’ writing 
· Curriculum materials

· Unwritten evidence (i.e., appearance of a classroom, photographs)

· Newspaper articles

· Flyers and announcements

· Bulletin boards


	· Current learners

· Former learners

· Existing program staff

· Former program staff

· Members of the community 

· Events in the community 



	Interviews
	· One-on-One

· Group

· Structured 

· Semi-structured

· Open-ended

· Teacher conducts interview

· Learners conduct interview 

· Tape-recorded 

· Recorded by note-taking


	· Current learners

· Former learners

· Non-participants

· Other staff

· Community members

· Practitioners in other 

             programs



	Observations
	· Participant observation (i.e., by teacher while actually teaching)

· Using other people as observers   (i.e., a colleague)

· Keeping a written log, notes or

             journal (during or after the event)

· Checklist 

· Tape recording 

· Video recording
	· Learners in your classroom

· Learner or learner/staff   interactions

· Yourself teaching as usual 

· Colleagues teaching in   their classrooms

· Colleagues teaching your class 

· Staff meetings

· Community meetings



	Surveys
	· Questions followed by a checklist 

· Multiple choice questions

· Short response to open-ended 

              questions

· Fill-in the blanks

· Inventory (i.e., statements followed by strongly agree, agree, uncertain, disagree, strongly, disagree)

· In-person

· By mail

· Over the phone


	  (Same as interviews but

  can be done with larger 

  groups)

	Journals
	· Record observations and feelings

· Record anecdotes and near-verbatim   accounts of conversations

· Analyze experiences

· Reflect on and interpret practice over   time 

· Dialogue journals with learners

· Class/community journal


	· Your own journal 

· Other teachers’ journals

· Learner journals

· Teacher/learner journals 

· Class journals




OTHER IDEAS:
________________________________________________________________
Adapted from NCSALL Practitioner Research Group on Learner Motivation, Retention, and Persistence, 1998.
