

This is an activity that gets students writing immediately.

1.
Select one of the topics. (1 minute)
cars


drugs

jobs


immigration

sports


houses

MTV


pets

elections

violence
computers

budgets

books 


voting

foreign aid

crime

buses


schools
diet


parenting
2.
Write all you can think of on that topic. (6 minutes)
The concern is to get information down on paper, not grammar or punctuation.

3.
From the material that you have, select the points that you feel to be the most important. (3 minutes)

Underline or circle the points that you feel are the most important to the understanding of the topics.

4.
Develop a working thesis statement that captures your main point. (2 minutes)
Decide what to write about.  The purpose of this paper is...
5.
Select 3 points that can be used to support your thesis statement. (2 minutes)
Indicate them in any way that works for you - number, circle, color code.

6.
Use the Writing Organizer to show a picture of your thesis statement and 3 supporting points.

 (4 minutes)
Source: How to Prepare Students for Writing Tests by Federick B. Tuttle, Jr.; A National Education Association Publication, 1986.
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