 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Point and Support in Writing

ACADEMIC WRITING
It is customary when writing to make a point and then to support that point.  Whether your paper is a paragraph, essay, or research paper, your goal is to make a point at the start of the paper.  This main point is called a topic sentence in a paragraph and a thesis statement in an essay. The rest of the writing needs to develop and support that point. 

EXAMPLES

In everyday life, people are constantly making points and providing support for those points.
Think of examples for these statements:


- Everyone likes that instructor


- I hate my job


- She’s a good friend


- This book is the best I’ve read


- I can tell I’m coming down with a bad cold or flu


- I was very busy over the weekend


- I’m a perfect example of someone who has “math anxiety”


- Buy Brand X toothpaste


- Person X is the best political candidate


- Person X is guilty as charged
Adapted from Ten Skill You Really Need To Succeed In College by John Langan.  McGraw Hill, 2003
This important academic strategy includes:


Making a point - by specifically stating the main idea





Supporting the point - by providing specific information that backs up the point.








