Line Dialogues
Learners in one line have Cue Cards that are used to elicit responses from learners in the other line.  Cue cards can contain word or picture cues for responses to questions.  The questions should be appropriate for the level of students and the language skills you are trying to reinforce.

Questions can be used as “ice breakers”:


-
What is your name?


-
Where were you born?


-
What is your address?


-
What is your favorite food?


-
What did you do last weekend?


-
What are you going to do tonight?


-
Do you have children?  What are their names?  How old are they?


-
What would you do if you won a million dollars?


-
What would you like to be doing 10 years from now?

Questions can address recent content covered in class:


-
What are the 3 branches of government?


-
What is the formula for calculating the area of a triangle?


-
What is “metacognition?”


-
What are the levels of Bloom’s taxonomy?


-
Describe the difference between the right and left sides of the brain.

Questions can be reflective:

-
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-
What were the high points in class this week?

-
What were the low points in class this week?  


-
What learning tasks did you respond to most easily this week?


-
What learning tasks gave you the greatest difficulties this week?

Procedure:

1.
Pre-teach dialogue.

2.
Learners form two lines facing each other.  Hand one cue card to learners in LINE A.  These cue cards are used to elicit responses from learners in LINE B.

3.
LINE A remains stationary, repeating the same questions to every learner in LINE B.  Learners in LINE B listen to the question, look at the cue card if you wish, and respond to the question.  All pairs talk at once.  

4.
At a signal from you, LINE B moves left and faces another person in LINE A.  The last person in LINE B moves to the beginning of the line.  LINE A asks LINE B their questions and LINE B responds.

5.
The activity continues until everyone in LINE A has asked a question of everyone in LINE B.
Line dialogs can be set up where only one line asks the questions, or both lines can ask questions.  After students become familiar with the activity they can decide on their own questions to ask.  This activity allows teachers to unobtrusively evaluate learners by observing speaking and listening skills, vocabulary knowledge, question formation or clarification skills, and comfort level using English.
