 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Point and Support in Writing

ACADEMIC WRITING
It is customary when writing to make a point and then to support that point.  Whether your paper is a paragraph, essay, or research paper, your goal is to make a point at the start of the paper.  This main point is called a thesis statement in an essay and a topic sentence in a paragraph. The rest of the writing needs to develop and support that point. 

EXAMPLES

In everyday life, people are constantly making points and providing support for those points. 

$ 
A lawyer states “So and So is guilty” and then tries to provide evidence to support his point.  Another lawyer says “So and So is not guilty” and attempts to back up her statement.

$ 
An advertiser ties to convince us that something is a great product.

$ 
A political candidate offers reasons why he or she is the person to vote for.

$ 
Textbook authors or teachers advance all kinds of points and then supply evidence on behalf of their ideas.

$ 
Reviewers offer their thoughts about why a given book, movie, TV show, or restaurant is good or bad.

$ 
Editorial writers and magazine columnists express their opinion on one issue or another and then argue on behalf of it.

$ 
All of us in everyday conversation make points such as: 



- Everyone likes that instructor



- I hate my job



- She’s a good friend



- He’s trouble



- This book textbook is the best I’ve read



- I can I’m coming down with a bad cold or flu



- I was very busy over the weekend.



- I’m a perfect example of someone who has “math anxiety.”

PRACTICE
Look at the following group of items.  Each is made up of a point and three statements that logically support the point.  Write P in front of the point and S in front of the three supporting statements

1.
a.
Some parrots can be trained to count.


b.
Parrots are intelligent pets.


c.
Parrots have been taught to recognize shapes and colors


d.
Most parrots can learn to speak - as many as 200 words.

2.
a.
The authors do not define the new terms they use in each chapter.


b.
The book has few illustrations and no index


c..
The sentences are long and hard to understand and the material does not seem well organized.


d.
That chemistry textbook is not very helpful

3.
Provide three separate items to support the following points:


a.
I could tell I was coming down with a bad cold or flu.


b.
__________is the best teacher I ever had


c.
I was very busy over the weekend.


d.
_________was the worst job I ever had.


e.
I’m a perfect example of someone who has “math anxiety.”

4.
Think of a person you know well and describe him or her by completing this statement: “__________ is a very _____________ person.”  Then, list several examples of the person’s behavior that demonstrate why you describe him or her as you do.

Adapted from Ten Skill You Really Need To Succeed In College by John Langan.  McGraw Hill, 2003
This important academic strategy includes:


Making a point - by specifically stating the main idea





Supporting the point - by providing specific information that backs up the point.








