New Teacher Academy
Far West Project GREAT Center
November 12, 2005

Presenter: Barbara Baird     831-5105    Barbarab@epcc.edu

Research Source
· Applying Research in Reading Instruction for Adults by Susan McShane

· Developed by National Center for Family Literacy 2005

· Part of the Family Partnership in Reading Project with funding from the National Institute for Literacy
What is “Reading” ?
· Reading is making sense of print

· Understanding what we read

· Active, intentional, constructing of meaning using the message in the text and own prior understanding
The Components of Reading:

· Phonemic awareness

· Decoding

· Fluency

· Vocabulary

· Comprehension
Phonemic awareness

· A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a spoken language. The word “sat” is composed of three phonemes: /s/ /a/ /t/

· Phonemic awareness is the ability to detect individual speech sounds within word.


“book” has 3 sounds: /b/ /o/ /k/ 


/t/ can replace /b/ to make “took”

· Phonemic awareness is necessary for the development of accurate decoding skills 

· Once decoding sills are established, readers may not consciously use phoneme awareness in reading
Decoding

· English uses letters to represent sounds in spoken words; written language is a sort of code (hence “decoding)

· Beginning readers must break that code by matching letters with the sounds they represent

· Word identification skill that involves using letter-sound correspondence to recognize words in print

· “Decoding” refers to what readers do

· “Phonics” refers to instruction and what teachers do

· Phonics instruction teaches word identification that stresses letter-sound relationships

· It teaches the sounds that letters and groups of letters represent and how to blend the sounds to identify words

· Sight words are those a reader recognizes automatically and reads quickly

· Some high-frequency words (especially those with irregular spellings) should be taught initially to be recognized on sight
Fluency

· 3 aspects: speed, accuracy, and expression

· Reading words rapidly and accurately with little effort allows the reader to focus on “meaning”

· The reader also “interprets” while reading to determine appropriate phrasing and expression

· Fluency is necessary but not sufficient to ensure reading comprehension
Vocabulary

· Vocabulary refers to knowledge of word meanings

· Oral vocabulary are the words we use and understand in speaking and listening

· Reading vocabulary are the words we recognize and understand in print

· Important to reading comprehension in 2 ways:

· 1. Learners need to learn new words

· 2. Learners need to deepen their knowledge of words they already know

Comprehension

· Comprehension is understanding what you read

· Requires active, strategic thinking and basic reading skills: decoding, fluency, and vocabulary

· Unless decoding is automatic and reading is fluent, comprehension suffers 

Teaching Component Skills
· Not to be taught “sequentially”

· All components reinforce each other and develop simultaneously

· Teachers should address all components in reading lessons

· Teachers need to teach the “transfers” of reading skills to out-of class contexts and tasks

