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English Acrostics

This simple activity helps reinforce their understanding of basic parts of speech. Use the simple chart below and have students fill in each column with a noun, verb, adjective, or adverb that begins with the letter of each row. 
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	Verb
	Adjective
	Adverb
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To expand the activity: Have students select a noun for each letter. Then have students add a verb that fits the noun. Next have students add an adjective that fits the noun and an adverb that fits the verb. Students should be able to write a sentence that makes sense for each of the letters.
	
	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective
	Adverb
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	Soft
	Slowly
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Example: The soft snow settles slowly on the trees.

Do You Know Your Punctuation Marks?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Capitalization and Punctuation 

Correct any punctuation or capitalization errors in the following sentences. Some sentences need no correction.

1. Go West three blocks and turn right. 

2. Yes; sir, I will do it immediately. 

3. "How," I asked "Can you always be so forgetful"? 

4. The woman, who is standing there, is his ex-wife. 

5. Although we have a competent staff; bottlenecks do occur. 

6. I did not receive the order; therefore, I will not pay my bill. 

7. We offer a variety of drinks, for instance, beer. 

8. Is that book your's? 

9. We have much to do, for example, the carpets need vacuuming. 

10. Estimates for the work have been forwarded, and a breakdown of costs has been included. 

11. Because of his embezzling the company went bankrupt. 

12. A proposal that would make harassment of whales illegal has just passed. 

13. You may; of course, call us anytime you wish. 

14. Michael hurried to the depot to meet his aunt, and two cousins. 

15. Finish your job, it is imperative that you do. 

16. Sandy and Ron's house was recently painted. 

17. "Stop it!" I said, "Don't ever do that again." 

18. I would; therefore like to have an explanation for the missing cash. 

19. "Would you like to accompany me"? he asked? 

20. I have always had a mental block against Math. 

21. He is a strong healthy man. 

22. To apply for this job you must have previous experience. 

23. Marge, the woman with blonde hair will be our speaker this evening. 

24. He thought quickly, and then answered the question in complete detail. 

25. He asked if he could be excused? 

26. It is hailing; not raining. We will grant you immunity, if you decide to cooperate with us. 

27. You signed the contract, consequently you must provide us with the raw materials. 

28. I would like; however, to read the fine print first. 

29. You are required to bring the following: Sleeping bag, food, and a sewing kit. 

30. The three companie's computers were stolen. 

Four-Square Vocabulary Map

Directions:

· Fold a sheet of paper in four equal parts.

· Write the target vocabulary word in the upper, left-hand corner.

· In the lower, left-hand corner, write what the word is (this helps determine the general category of the word).

· Next, in the lower, right-hand corner, write what it is like (describe the target word and its uses).
· Then, in the upper, right-hand corner, list some examples of the target word.
· Finally, students can draw an icon, logo, or sketch a picture to reinforce the word in the upper, left-hand corner.

	Word

(picture can be added)


	What are some examples?

	What is it?


	What is it like?


Using Edit Mode in Word

Make corrections and track your changes to each of the following sentences.

1. How quickly he runs. 

2. Neither Dave nor I are to follow. 

3. The desk and the chair sits in the corner. 

4. Each of us were scheduled to take the test. 

5. The coach, not the players, have been ill. 

6. There is only four days until Christmas. 

7. She is one of the women who works hard. 

8. That was Frank and me whom you saw. 

9. This phone call is for Bill and I. 

10. Tom is the smartest of the two. 

11. It was I whom called. 

12. It is us clerks who work hard. 

13. He took the plate off of the table. 

14. None of the neighbors offered his support. 

15. They mailed the copies to him and I. 

16. Neither of the candidates have spoken. 

17. How will you be effected financially if the effect of downsizing means you will lose your job? 

18. Joan walks slower so her children can keep up with her. 

19. Jake is the oldest of the two brothers. 

20. May did good on the test she took yesterday. 

21. He and she were real close friends. 

22. Whomever drove in the carpool lane without any passengers will be fined. 

23. Please allow Jenna or myself to assist you. 

24. I work with people that judge others by their nationality and accents. 

25. They fought over their father's estate because they felt angrily about the way he had treated them. 

26. You look well in that running outfit. 

27. Don't feel badly about forgetting my birthday. 
28. We saw two puppies at the pound and took home the cutest one. 

29. Speak slower please. 

30. Samantha will meet us later on. 

31. Pollen effects my sinuses and makes me sneeze. 

32. I want to lay down for a nap but the phone keeps ringing. 

33. The SUV, that landed on its hood after the accident, was traveling at 80 miles per hour. 

34. Yesterday, Barry lay my jacket on the hood of the car.

Can You Organize This Paragraph?

Use “cut” and “paste” features in Word to move text around so that the sentences form a cohesive and unified paragraph.

Basic Paragraph

Still others dream of winning the lottery or moving to that exotic location.

Most people have dreams of what they want to do with their lives.

Whether the dream can be accomplished is up to the individual.

Dreams are part of everyone’s life.

Some people dream of buying their own home or starting a family, whereas others may dream of starting a new career.

Advanced Paragraph

The deadlines that students encounter in the classroom may be different in content when compared to the deadlines of the workforce, but the importance of meeting those deadlines is the same.

That contract requires that students complete the assignments and objectives set forth by the course's instructor in a specified time to receive a grade and credit for the course. 

For example, in the classroom, students form a contract with the teacher and the university when they enroll in a class. 

Learning how to turn in homework assignments on time is one of the invaluable skills that college students can take with them into the working world. 

Developing good habits of turning in assignments in class now, as current students, will aid your performance and position as future participants in the working world.

Though the workforce may not assign homework to its workers in the traditional sense, many of the objectives and jobs that need to be completed require that employees work with deadlines. 

This often leaves the teacher with no other recourse than to fail the student and leaves the university with no other recourse than to terminate the student's credit for the course. 

Accordingly, just as a student risks termination in the classroom if he/she fails to meet the deadline for a homework assignment, so, too, does that student risk termination in the workforce. 

When a student fails to complete those assignments by the deadline, the student breaks her contract with the university and the teacher to complete the assignments and objectives of the course. 

In fact, failure to meet deadlines in both the classroom and the workforce can mean instant termination. 

The Essay Prompt

If you could make one positive change in your life, what would that change be?

In your essay, identify the one change you would make.  Explain your reasons for making that change

Score Point 2

The Original Essay
If I could make one positive change to my daily life, I would try to have a positive attitude every day.  A positive attitude would help me to deal with days when I am having difficulty and act more positively.

There are days when nothing goes right.  I also have days when bad attitudes from others make me grouchy.  I hate when unexpected things make my day miserable.

I need to be more positive on these days.  You need to make the best of miserable situations and be more positive.  Putting on a smile, ignoring grumpy people, to find the good in everything.  I can make my life more positive.

The Essay with Edits

Score Point 3

If I could make one positive change to my daily life, I would try to have a positive attitude on days when I’m having a difficult time. Usually, I’m a pretty even-tempered person, but there are days when nothing seems to go right or some unexpected event disrupts my routine. In those situations, I need to control myself so that I don’t react in a grouchy manner.   A positive attitude would help me to deal with days when I am having difficulty and act more positively.

There always seem to be times when no matter how much I want things to go well I keep screwing up. In the mornings when I need to leave for work by 8, I find myself looking for something I’ve misplaced. Sometimes accidents happen such as the power going off and my alarm doesn’t go off and my well pump won’t work. These little things get my day off to a bad start. The later I am getting out of the house the madder I get. When I get to work I take my anger out on my coworkers and customers.

I can take charge of my problems and not let them control me. I can accept that there are some things I can’t control and just learn to work with them. Although I might be miserable, I can force myself to smile so don’t depress others. I 

need to make the best of miserable situations and be more positive.  I can put on a smile, ignore grumpy people, and  find the good in everything.  
There will be days that don’t always go as smoothly as I’d like, but I have the power to make my life more positive. This attitude will benefit my daily life.
One Important Goal
Prompt: What is one goal that you would like to achieve in the next five years?

One important goal that I would like to acheive in the next few years is go to college to be a Mortician. I plan on working full time for a year maybe a year and a half, try and get as much moey as possible saved up. It may take a little while for me to get as much money as I want but I will go no matter what before 5 years passes. As my senior project of High school I am studing a mortician and the more I watch and learn the more I am ready to go to college. It is going to be hard for me to go to school and help with the family I am starting this year. Babies help put a kink in life and it is not that it is trying. I will go to school no matter what it takes. this has been my dream since I was 12 years. This is a dram that become more real everyday. mortuary school is calling my name and it gitting louder every month that goes by.

I know this is all going to be hard and not much fun to go back to school  As long as I am doing something I want to do and it makes me happy, I have no problem going to school for another 2 to 4 years. At least I will be making money to help my family and give my child what it needs and deserves. my life will be enjoyable and happy no matter what else happenes in the world

Five Senses: A Descriptive Writing Exercise

Instructions: Writers, especially those with less experience, often concentrate on visual detail when writing descriptions. The following exercise is cumulative, adding a new kind of sensory detail with each step. 

1. Write a paragraph or so describing a place (either one you know well, or one you've made up). Use only visual details. In other words, describe only what a person would see if they went to that place. Include enough information for a reader to be able to visualize the setting. 

2. Rewrite or revise your description from step 1, inserting details of sound. You should end up with a description that allows a reader to both visualize the setting, and imagine what it sounds like there. 

3. Rewrite or revise your description from step 2, inserting details of smell. Consider what the objects in the setting might smell like, as well as the air in general. Your result should be a passage allowing a reader to visualize the setting, and imagine the sounds and smells there. 
4. Rewrite or revise your description from step 3, inserting details of taste. This can be as simple as the taste of the air in an open mouth, or as complex as your narrator sitting down to a feast. Aim for a piece that allows the reader to imagine the place in terms of visual detail, plus sound, smell and taste. 

5. Rewrite or revise your description from step 4, inserting details of touch. These can include what things actually feel like to the touch (in which case you'll need to add in some action to allow your narrator to touch things), what things look like they'd feel like, and other details such as the feeling of a breeze on the skin. Remember that touch can include sensations like temperature, texture, pressure and more. Give your reader some sense of what it is like to be physically present in that setting in addition to the visual, sound, smell and taste details. 

6. When you've finished step 5, you'll probably have much more detail that you'd ever need in a descriptive passage. Set aside your description for a moment and decide what you want to convey. Is your piece intended to set a mood? To give a deep sense of place? To serve merely as a background? Assume, for now, that you are trying to build a sense of place that will make your setting really come alive for the reader. Make a list of all the essential details of that place, the things that make it unique--that place rather than any place. Add to your list the details that give flavour to the place, even if they don't make it completely unique; and add those details that you just really like, for whatever reason. 

7. Go back to your description from step 5 and use your list of important details from step 6 to edit your passage. Concentrate on using the right details and removing the ones that don't really matter. 

Notes: The aim of this exercise is to remind you that you have five senses you can use in your descriptive passages. If you're not making use of them all (or at least most of them), then you're neglecting a potentially useful tool. Try this exercise every now and then as a reminder, and do it with different settings. The detail you decide to keep in step 7 will likely be different for different settings, or even for the same setting when you're trying to create a different mood. Play around in step 7 and see how changing the detail you keep or cut changes the whole feel of the piece. 

Adapted from Creative Writing from Teens retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02 26 05 at: http://teenwriting.about.com/cs/exercises/a/ExFiveSenses.htm 

Writing with Clichés
A cliché is a phrase, often metaphorical, that has been used so often it becomes commonplace. How often have you heard that something is "white as snow"? "She was a flower among women" is another example. Even "I'll be back in a jiffy" is cliché. The following clichés are listed by categories. Have students write paragraphs and incorporate clichés to make their writing more descriptive

.

Actions
ate like a pig
avoid it like the plague
busy as a bee
called his/her bluff
came out of thin air
caught my eye
cleaned me out 
crossed my mind
cry me a river
disappeared in/with/like a puff of smoke
disappeared into thin air
disappeared off the face of the Earth
dropped like a stone 
fly like an eagle
grab the bull by the horns  
hit me like a ton of bricks
hit the hay 
I feel it in my bones
jiggles like Jello/jelly
left out in the cold
lies like a rug 
like looking for a needle in a haystack 
my blood froze
nipped in the bud 
pull a fast one
sat bolt upright
scream bloody murder
sing like a bird 
sleep like a log 
slipped my mind 
stopped in his/her tracks 
throw caution to the wind
throw out the baby with the bath water
turn over a new leaf

Color
black as coal
black as night 
black as soot 
bone-white
coal black
fiery red
green with envy
icy blue 
jet black
milk-white
pitch black
red as blood 
ruby red
snowy white 
white as a ghost
white as a sheet
white as snow

Consistency, Texture and Touch
rough as sandpaper
smooth as glass
smooth as silk
stiff as a board 
thick as glue/paste
thick as mud
thick as pea soup
thicker than blood
thin as water
tough as leather

Description of People
eyes like stars 
fair as day 
fiery eyes 
green with envy
hair like silk
healthy as a horse  
mind like a sieve
mind like a steel trap 
sick as a dog 
so hungry I could eat a horse
you look as if you've seen a ghost

Difficulty
easy as pie
like taking candy from a baby
piece of cake
Emotion
burning with desire
fiery temper
happy as a clam
heavy heart
mad as a wet hen
my heart sings
so mad/angry it made his blood boil
Light
bright as day
bright as the sun
clear as crystal
clear as day
clear as mud
clear as water
dark as night

Size and Shape
big as a house
big as a mountain  
built like a tank 
flat as a board
flat as a pancake
reed-thin
slender as a reed 
tall as a tree
wide as the sea

Speed
a mile a minute
fast as lightning
faster than a speeding bullet 
in a jiffy
like a bat out of hell
quick as a bunny
slower than a snail
slower than molasses

Strength
strong as a bull
strong as a truck
weak as a baby

Temperature
burning up
cold as ice
fiery hot 
ice cold

Weather

blowing up a storm
brewing up a storm
pissing down rain
pouring rain
raining buckets
raining cats and dogs

Weight
heavy as lead
light as a feather

Other Descriptive Phrases
as [fill in the blank] as the day is long
behind closed doors
can't put my finger on it
cut to the chase 
I can dream, can't I?
like a bolt from the blue
like a cat on a hot tin roof
like a fish out of water
like a kid in a candy store
like two peas in a pod
on solid ground
on the edge of my seat
on the other hand
out of the blue 
quiet as a mouse
sparkled like diamonds
sharp as a knife
so quiet you could hear a pin drop
sour as lemons
stood/stuck out like a sore thumb
the big picture
the living daylights
used to death
with an iron fist

Miscellaneous
beauty is in the eye of the beholder
a bitter pill
a chill in my bones
a new lease on life
in any way, shape or form
in one ear and out the other
the ball is in your court
the hands of time
the light at the end of the tunnel
time on my hands
tough act to follow
makes my skin crawl
money doesn't grow on trees
my nerves are shot
so far, so good
tastes like battery acid
that rings a bell
wishful thinking
when all is

Transitional Expressions – Writing Example

Take a look at the paragraph below. Notice how the transitional words or expressions have been highlighted using bold text. Have students write their own paragraph and highlight or underline the transitional words or expressions they use.

Juggling the demands of a job with the demands of being a full-time student makes good academic performance difficult. Many students are forced to choose between good work on the job and good work in the classroom. Often, good work in the classroom is compromised for good work on the job because the job pays the rent. In addition, those students who do manage to perform well in both areas usually do so at the expense of their health. For example, several students complain of the inability to handle the stress of both a job and school. In fact, the stress of both can often cause headaches, dizziness, fatigue, and other ailments which slow the body down and prevent adequate performance in either area. To eliminate the threat of being in the middle between job and school, students have to form a balance between the demands of work and the demands of the classroom. Ultimately, managing your time more effectively, working the same number of hours in smaller chunks, and planning ahead can all help in alleviating some of the stress to the body and to the mind. 

GRAMMAR PRETEST
Check students’ knowledge of basic grammar rules with the following pretest. Have students correct the sentences and then identify where they still have problems.
1. How quick he runs. 

2. Neither Dave nor I are to follow. 

3. The desk and the chair sits in the corner. 

4. Each of us were scheduled to take the test. 

5. The coach, not the players, have been ill. 

6. There is only four days until Christmas. 

7. She is one of the women who works hard. 

8. That was Frank and me whom you saw. 

9. This phone call is for Bill and I. 

10. Tom is the smartest of the two. 

11. It was I whom called. 

12. It is us clerks who work hard. 

13. He took the plate off of the table. 

14. None of the neighbors offered his support. 

15. They mailed the copies to him and I. 

16. Neither of the candidates have spoken. 

17. How will you be effected financially if the effect of downsizing means you will lose your job? 

18. Joan walks slower so her children can keep up with her. 

19. Jake is the oldest of the two brothers. 

20. May did good on the test she took yesterday. 

21. He and she were real close friends. 

22. Whomever drove in the carpool lane without any passengers will be fined. 

23. Please allow Jenna or myself to assist you. 

24. I work with people that judge others by their nationality and accents. 

25. They fought over their father's estate because they felt angrily about the way he had treated them. 

26. You look well in that running outfit. 

27. Don't feel badly about forgetting my birthday. 

28. We saw two puppies at the pound and took home the cutest one. 

29. Speak slower please. 

30. Samantha will meet us later on. 

31. Pollen effects my sinuses and makes me sneeze. 

32. I want to lay down for a nap but the phone keeps ringing. 

33. The SUV, that landed on its hood after the accident, was traveling at 80 miles per hour. 
34. Yesterday, Barry lay my jacket on the hood of the car.
Language Arts Writing Resources

3D Writer This site provides free word processing software for educational purposes. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/20/06 at:

http://www.3dwriting.com/ 
ABC's of the Writing Process This site shows the five basic steps in the writing process: 
prewriting, writing, revising, editing and publishing. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/13/06 at: http://www.angelfire.com/wi/writingprocess  
Activities for ESL Students This website is designed for ESL students but works well for ABE students. It includes quizzes, crossword puzzles, games, etc. Use medium and advanced levels for most students. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 2/25/06 at: 

http://a4esl.org 
Abiator’s Interactice Language Arts Games While there are some links on this website that no longer work, students can access the scrambed sentences activity as well as a few others. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/27/06 at: 

http://www.berghuis.co.nz/abiator/lang/interlangindex.html 
Common Errors in English This site provides information on hundreds of common errors found in writing focusing on the misuse of words. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/18/06 at: www.wsu.edu/~brians/errors/index.html 
eMints National Center This website is a collaborative effort between the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and University of Missouri System Office of Academic Affairs. It is designed to provide teachers and students with professioanl development and support from certified isntructional specialist. It includes a wide range of writing resources for teachers. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/27/06 at: http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00000646.shtml?prnfriendly 

More resources at: http://www.emints.org/ethemes/resources/S00000357.shtml 
Florida TechNet Free lesson plans, professional development, and an Internet library. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/06/06 at: 
http://floridatechnet.org/.

Spell Check at Funbrain This site provides two levels of difficulty. Excellent resource for students who have problems with spelling. Retrieved from the World Wide Web at: 

http://www.funbrain.com/spell/index.html 
GED Online Professional Development (KET) A free online training that includes language arts, writing and critical thinking skills. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/06/06 at: 
http://ket.org/ged2002/.

GED Testing Service Examples of questions on the language arts, writing portion of the GED plus information on the GED Tests. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/06/06 at: http://www.gedtest.org
Grammar Bytes An interactive site for the basics of grammar. Games change periodically. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/10/06 at: 

http://www.chompchomp.com/.

Grammar Gorillas Fun games on grammar from Fun-Brain. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/15/06 at: http://www.funbrain.com/grammar/.

Grammar Safari A fun way to find the different parts of grammar. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/15/06 at: http://www.iei.uiuc.edu/web.pages/grammarsafari.html.
Grammar Slammer This website acts as a resource guide for all things related to grammar and includes rules and examples for all areas. Retrieved from the World Web Web on 2/17/06 at: http://englishplus.com/grammar/gsdeluxe.htm 
Guide to Grammar and Writing Professor Charles Darling at Capital Community College has created this incredible resource on grammar and writing. The site provides information at the word and sentence, paragraph, or essay level retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/28/06 at: 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/ 
The site also features online quizzes and an assortment of downloadable PowerPoint presentations on various grammatical issues. http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm
Guide to Writing a Basic Essay This online tutorial teaches some basic essay-writing concepts. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/10/06 at: http://members.tripod.com/~lklivingston/essay/.
Hacker Handbook This interactive resource includes a series of quizzes to test student’s knowledge in all areas of grammar. These exercises were developed by Dianne Hacket at Prince George’s Community College in Maryland. Note: Shockwave is required to complete the exercises. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/25/06 at: 

http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/hacker/exercises/ 
Hard Spell This interactive spelling game includes hundreds of words and never uses the same list twice. It is challenging but excellent for helping students with more difficult words. In Game 1 you must find the word that is spelled correctly. In Game 2, you find the incorrectly spelled word and correct it. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/21/06 at: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/hardspell/hardspell_game.shtml 
High School Ace A list of different language arts websites, including commonly confused words, grammar and vocabulary lessons, and poetry. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/21/06 at: http://highschoolace.com/ace/ace.cfm 
Idiom SiteThis site provides idioms by section (alphabetically) or by specific words. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/18/06 at: 

http://www.idiomsite.com/
Learning Vocabulary Can Be Fun! This site includes five games that students can access to improve their vocabulary skills, including crossword puzzles, matching, hangman, etc. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/27/06 at: 

http://www.vocabulary.co.il/ 
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory Look at the Six-Trait Analytical Assessment Model developed for evaluating writing. The six traits include ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions. (The Presentations Trait has recently been added to make it 6+1 traits.) This site provides a wealth of information about the six traits, including lesson ideas and downloadable handouts. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/10/06 at:

http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/
Paradigm Online Writing This is a comprehensive online textbook covering all aspects of the writing process. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/13/06 at: 
http://www.powa.org/.

Punctuation Paintball This website is intended for children, but may work for some adolescent learners as well. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/27/06 at: 

http://www.iknowthat.com/com/L3?Area=Paintball 

Purdue University's OWL One of the most extensive collections of advice about writing on the web. About half of the more than 75 handouts address punctuation and grammatical issues and include exercises for the user. Others focus on style, reference formats, and give advice about the writing process itself. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/10/06 at: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 
Rubric Bank This site established by Chicago Public Schools includes rubrics for all subject areas. Teachers may access the rubrics as pdf files and may adapt them as needed. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 2/18/06 at:

http://intranet.cps.k12.il.us/Assessments/Ideas_and_Rubrics/Rubric_Bank/WritingRubrics.pdf 
Skillswise Skillswise is the BBC website for adults who want to improve their basic skills in reading, writing, and mathematics. This site includes a wide range of quizzes, games and activities for adult learners focusing on grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc.. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/25/06 at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/words/grammar/ 
The Blue Book of Grammar This website is loaded with resources and quizzes focusing on grammar and punctuation. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/28/06 at: http://www.grammarbook.com/grammar/cnt_gram.asp 
The Elements of Style An easy-to-understand guide to correct grammar. This online version contains the complete original text. It is filled with tips on how to write clearly and correctly and how to avoid the most common grammatical errors. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/10/06 at: http://www.bartleby.com/141/index.html  
The Internet Grammar Guide An online course in English grammar written primarily for university undergraduates. However, useful to anyone who is interested in the English language. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/15/06 at: 
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/internet-grammar/.

The National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) A wealth of information on the writing process, NCTE has developed national standards for assessment and evaluation in the area of English. One of the 29 standards for assessment and evaluation in the NCTE report states that "control of the conventions of edited American English...spelling, handwriting, punctuation and grammatical usage should be developed primarily during the writing process. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/14/06 at: 
http://www.ncte.org/
The Writing Den Designed for students Grades 6 through 12 seeking to improve their English reading, comprehension, and writing skills. It is divided into three levels of difficulty: words, sentences and paragraphs. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/13/06 at:
 http://www2.actden.com/writ_den/
The Writing Process Students can learn more about the writing process by exploring the various stages in the writing process. Have them take the quiz at the end to see how much they learned. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/10/06 at: 
http://www.uen.org/utahlink/tours/tourFames.cgi?tour_id=13270
University Vocabulary Trainer This site includes college level vocabulary but is a great interactive vocabulary site with a variety of activities. Don’t let the Chinese translations in some areas keep you form using this site. It was developed by the Language Centre at the University of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology. Registration is required, but it is free. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/27/06 at: http://uvt.ust.hk/about.html 
Wacky Web Choose from over a dozen different story titles, then fill in the blanks for different parts of speech. After you've identified all the words, click and a nonsensical story will be made with them. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/15/06 at:
http://www.eduplace.com/tales/
WebGrammar This site includes general to specific grammar tips as well as a Writing Section with style guides and other resources. Retrieved from the World Wide Web at:

 http://www.webgrammar.com/ 
Word Games This site includes eight word games that students can play alone or as a group. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 02/27/06 at: 

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/games/index.html 
Writing Centre of the University of Ottwa. HyperGrammar. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 01/14/06 at: 

http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/partsp.html   
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