Trivial Pursuit on the Net with Answers

1. Q. Who thought of Daylight Saving Time? 
A. The idea for Daylight Saving Time, or Summer Time as it is known in Europe, was first introduced by Benjamin Franklin while in Paris in 1784. His essay, An Economical Project for Diminishing the Cost of Light, was a humorous discourse on the thrift of natural versus artificial lighting. Other ideas in the essay were levying a tax on all windows built with shutters to keep the sun out, rationing candles to one pound per family per week, and forbidding coach traffic after sunset except for physicians, surgeons and midwives. The first serious supporter of Daylight Saving Time was William Willett, a London builder. In 1907 he wrote the pamphlet, Waste of Daylight, in which he proposed advancing the clock by 20 minutes each Sunday in April and then subtracting 20 minutes each Sunday in September. A bill was drafted by Sir Robert Pearce and introduced, several times, in the House of Commons. During World War I, the idea finally caught hold as a way to save energy. Germany was the first country to institute the change on May 1, 1916. Britain followed with the introduction of Summer Time on May 21, 1916. In the US, an Act to preserve daylight and provide standard time for the United States was enacted March 19, 1918, which established the standard time zones across the country and called for Daylight Saving Time to begin the end of March. 

2. Q. What is the smallest republic in the world? 
A. The smallest independent republic in the world is Nauru, a one-island country in Oceania, south of the Marshall Islands. Independence was achieved from Australia in 1968 and it joined the UN in 1999. The country measures 21 sq km or 8.1 sq miles, about 0.1 times the size of Washington, DC. Vatican City and Monaco are smaller but are not republics. 

3. Q. Who invented Coca-Cola? 
A. According to the Coca-Cola Company, Coca-Cola was invented by John Pemberton in 1886. Mr. Pemberton, a Civil War veteran and Atlanta pharmacist, was trying to make a quick cure for headache. He took this mixture to Jacobs' Pharmacy where it was mixed with carbonated water and served to patrons. Frank Robinson, Mr. Pemberton's accountant, is credited with naming the product Coca-Cola. The famous product logo is said to be the name in Mr. Robinson's distinctive handwriting. The company was purchased by Asa Griggs Candler, born December 30, 1851, for $2300 over the period of 1888 to 1891. Mr. Candler was a successful salesman who began to make the company what it is today. 

4. Q. What was the first known mathematical puzzle? 
A. The "Rhind Papyrus", an Egyptian scroll written around 1650 BC, contained mathematical tables, problems, and the oldest known mathematical puzzle. The current version of the puzzle is: 
As I was going to St. Ives, I met a man with seven wives. Every wife had seven sacks, and every sack had seven cats. Every cat had seven kits. Kits, cats, sacks, and wives, how many were going to St. Ives? 
5. Q. What is the world's largest fish? 
A. The world's largest fish is a whale shark. When grown, these fish are typically between 30 and 40 feet (9 to 12 meters) in length, but may reach over 50 feet. These gentle giants are can be found near the surface of warm areas of the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian Oceans. They are filter feeders existing on plankton. 

6. Q. What is the world's smallest primate? 
A. The world's smallest primate is the lesser mouse lemur, found only in Madagascar. About the size of a chipmunk, their heads are about the size of a human thumb and weigh just a few ounces. 

7. Q. What were the first animals to fly in a manmade device? 
A. On September 19, 1783, a duck, a rooster, and a sheep flew in a hot air balloon. The balloon was designed by Joseph and Ettienne Montgolfer and was launched from Versailles, France. The flight lasted eight minutes. 

8. Q. The new Green Bank Telescope is the largest fully-steerable dish antenna in the world. How big is it? 
A. The GBT is 485 feet tall and weighs 16 million pounds. Officially a 100-meter telescope, the dish is actually 100 x 110 meters and is made up of over two acres of reflecting surface. To understand the size of the telescope, it is taller than the Statue of Liberty (302 feet including the base) and the Big Ben Clock Tower (320 feet) but shorter than the Washington Monument (555 feet, 5.5 inches) and the Gateway Arch in St. Louis (630 feet). 

9. Q. How many settlers sailed from England in 1620 on the Mayflower? 
A. According to the passenger lists, 100 people departed England and 100 were on board when land was reached. During the voyage there was one birth, Oceanus Hopkins, and one death, William Button. Peregrine White was born on the ship after land was reached. 

10. Q. What city has hosted the most Democratic National Conventions? 
A. Chicago was the host city 11 times: 1864, 1884, 1892, 1896, 1932, 1940, 1944, 1952, 1956, 1968, and 1996. Baltimore, Maryland, is the second most popular site with 9 conventions. 

11. Q. Who was the Republican Party's first candidate for US President? 
A. John C. Fremont in 1856. He lost to James Buchanan by 114 electoral votes to 174. Fremont had been approached by the Democrats to be their candidate but he declined because he could not support the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the Fugitive Slave Act. 

12. Q. What is the deepest lake in the world? 
A. Lake Baikal in Russia. The deepest spot is 5,134 feet deep.  

13. Q. What were the highest wind gusts ever recorded? 
A. 231 miles per hour on the top of Mt. Washington, New Hampshire on April 11, 1934. 

14. Q. What was the per acre price Russia received for Alaska in 1867? 
A. $0.019. The total price was $7.2 million. Alaska contains 586,412 square miles or 375,302,130 acres. 

15. Q. How long did Sputnik I circle the Earth? 
A. 92 days. It was launched October 4, 1957 and fell to Earth January 4, 1958. 

16. Q. Who invented ice cream?
A. The Chinese in about 2000 BC. It was a mixture of milk and rice packed with snow. 

17. Q. How big are the numbers on Big Ben? 
A. Each number is 2 feet, or 0.6 meters, tall. 

18. Q. Who discovered penicillin? 
A. Alexander Fleming in 1928 while trying to find a way to kill bacteria. 

19. Q. Where was the first traffic light installed in the United States? 
A. The corner of Euclid Avenue and E. 105th Street in Cleveland, Ohio on August 5, 1914. 
20. Q. Who wrote Happy Birthday to You? 
A. Mildred Hill and her sister Dr. Patty Hill in Louisville, Kentucky for their kindergarten. Originally titled Good Morning to All, it was first published in 1893. 
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