El Paso Case Option 1

The student is a 22 year old African American male, who has graduated high school at age 19, but comes into your program reading at a 6th grade level.  He is interested in passing certain tests that are required for him to get into an apprenticeship program, and into community college that offers the program.  The reading requirement for the test is 10th grade.

He has no record of Special Education, as he recalls.  He did attend school in the local area. He says that he now rarely reads, and that when he does he tends to fall asleep.  He also says that he remembers things well, but only if he hears it, not reads it.
He said that he has been avoiding trouble since high school but has only been working “dead-end jobs” and is quite frustrated that he can’t find any other type of work.  He really wants to get into this program.  He can take the test in either 6 weeks or in 6 months.  He would prefer to take the sooner one, but is willing to delay it if he can be shown a way to increase his reading skills. 
He feels that he knows the area he will be testing in fairly well, but recognizes he really does need to become more knowledgeable in the area. 
El Paso Case Option 2

The student is a 26 year old Latina, mother of 3 children.  She arrived in the United States as a child some 16 years ago, and is a legal immigrant.  She has a green card, and works doing domestic cleaning, part time.  She is very concerned that her children, who were all born in the United States, are able to “get ahead” and to do well in school.  She has been told many times, by the school teachers, that it is critical for her children that she reads to them in English, which is quite difficult for her to do.  

She has tried several times to learn English both for work and for her children’s sake, but simply can not seem to “get it.”  She went to school, and speaks some English, but has not been able to master event simple reading tasks.  She dropped out of school at age 15 years of age.  Since then, she has tried taking English classes three times, but each time became very frustrated and dropped out. 

Now she is back again.  Her conversational English, while some what passable, is heavily accented.  Her oldest child (age 8) is fully bi-lingual, but her other two children 5 and 3 are mainly mono-lingual Spanish, and have also shown signs of problems in learning English.  The youngest one has been reported to “child find” by the local pre-school. 
El Paso Case Option 3

The student is a 45 year old white male, who reads at a 5th grade level.  He has attended one or more reading programs for close to 4 years and has made only limited progress. He entered reading at a 2nd grade level, and has been increasing about a grade level a year, until recently when he seemed to hit a plateau in his progress.  He comes faithfully, and is very friendly and helpful.  He often offers to help the staff in projects.  He has not clearly stated his goals or his direct need for reading, only stating that it’s something he always wanted to do and never quite was able to do it. He does occasionally raise the idea of getting a GED.
He dropped out of school at the 7th grade and has been working either construction or farm work ever since.  He was married and has two sons, neither of whom finished school.  He relied on his wife to take care of all his correspondence and bill paying. But now that they are divorced, he has relied on others, not to a great deal of success.  He says he is always getting behind, and can never balance his checking account.

He is a “master” however at remembering facts that he picked up through movies or TV.  He also is able to make “interesting” connections between different issues and bring them together in conversation with the staff and with others.  He often seems frustrated that he can’t find others who can converse with him on these subject areas.

El Paso Case Option 4

The student is a 17 year old, white female, who recently dropped out of high school.  She was in Special Education, under the classification of “emotionally impaired.”  She has been in and out of correctional programs since that age of 14, involved in both “petty theft” and some assaults.  She comes across as quite angry and defensive about her skills.  She claims that she can read, but that it is hard and she does not make much sense of it all.  She tests at beyond grade level in word comprehension, but at 4th grade in overall reading scores. 
She stated that she has never been able to sit in a classroom for very long and gets very distracted by what other people are doing. She had been in special education since the 4th grade, but was only evaluated one time, at age nine, to determine the issues, and never since. She was on an anti-depressant drug for some 3 years, but she hated it and it made said it made her feel like “zombie” when she took it. 

He father also dropped out of high school, and was involved in drug.  Her mother finished high school but was also involved in drugs.  In all three cases (father, mother and daughter) the drug of choice was amphetamines.    

The girl has been “assigned” to adult education by the correctional authorities, as a condition of her not being sentenced to adult prison.  She must pass her GED in six months or be sent into the prison system.  She also must stay “clean and sober” and out of violent situations during that time as well.  

